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success ... a job, a farm, money in hand or in the bank. Failure was, just as
clearly, the consequence of laziness or self-indulgence, and deserved, therefore,
little sympathy.12
Less well known but distinctively American, an elementary textbook, First
Lessons in Political Economy, written in 1835 by the Reverend John McVickar,
professor at Columbia College, deftly wove together the texture of individual effort
with a laissez faire economic system operating according to natural laws as the best
guarantee for national development. In a last chapter on "How to Make Money,"
McVickar dotted the i's and crossed the t's of the achievement motif in the American
dream:
If he has good health and is industrious, even the poorest boy in our
country has something to trade upon; and if he be besides well-educated and
have skill in any kind of work, and add to this, moral habits and religious
principles, so that his employers may trust him and place confidence in him, lie
may then be said to set out in life with a handsome capital, and certainly has as
good a chance of becoming independent and respectable, and perhaps rich, as
any man in the country. "Every man is the maker of his own fortune." All
depends upon setting out on the right principles, and they are these:
 1.	Be Industrious-time and skill are your capital.
 2.	Be Saving-whatever it be, live within your income.
 3.	Be Prudent—buy not what you can do without.
 4.	Be Resolute-let your economy be always of today, not tomorrow.
 5.	Be Contented and Thankful-a cheerful spirit makes labor light, and sleep
sweet, and all around happy, all of which is much better than being only
rich.13
There is no doubt that the ideology of hard work instilled by the schools
contributed to the rapid modernization of the United States. It is probably significant
that a similar achievement orientation in the century to come pervaded the approach
to modernization in capitalist Japan and in Communist Russia and China. Stripped of
the goal of getting rich, McVickar's gospel spelled out a basic formula useful to the
modernizing leadership of all shades of political ideology: industriousness, prudence,
resoluteness, and contentment.
In comparison with the stress on achievement, American schools gave relatively
minor attention to learner-oriented pedagogy up to mid-nineteenth century. Yet there
was a growing undercurrent of effort to adapt teaching materials to the learner's
interests or abilities. As early as 1706 the instruction of the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts to its Anglican teachers not only enjoined them to
develop in their charges good manners and the virtues of honesty and truth, but also to
be kind and gentle to the children and to be sparing with corporal punishment.
12McGuffey 's Fifth Eclectic Reader, 1879 ed., New American Library, New York, 1962, p. viii.
13 John McVickar, first Lessons in Political Economy; for the Use of Primary and Common
Schools, Milliard, Gray, and Co., Boston, 1835, pp. 86-88.

